THE TH RD SENI OR OFFI A ALS MEETI NG OF
THE RENEWED NORTHERN DI MENSI ON
(Reykjavik Nove nber 8 2011)

CHAI RMAN S CONCLUSI ONS

The third neeting of the Senior (fficials of the renewed Northern O mension took
place in Reyljavik onthe &h of Nove mber 2011 The neeting was hosted by Iceland

The four Northern O nension Partners Iceland Nor way, the Russian Federation and
the European Union partidpatedinthe neeting at the level of Deputy Foreign Mnister or
equivalent. The representatives of the Regional Councils inthe North the International
FHnancial Instituions (IFl) and the instituions and bodies of the Northern O mension
partic patedinthe neeting The Representatives of the United Sates and Canadatook part in
the neeting as observers.

The participants reviewed the i nple mentation of the Joint Satenent of the second
M nisteria neeting of the renewed Northern Onmension (Glo 2nd Nove nber, 2010) and
noted the progress that has since been nade onthe issues highlightedinthe state ment and
other developnentsinthe NDareathat have since taken place.

The Senior Cificiadstook note of theinfor mation presented onthe recent devel op ment
of the Northern O nension Environnenta Partnershi p( NDEP) byt he Nordic I nvest nent
Bank (N B, as the Chair of the NDEP Steering Group, and by the European Bank for
Reconstruction and Developnent (EBRD) as the manager of the NDEP Support Fund. The
Senior CFficials stressedt he i nportance of the 10t h anni versary of the NDEP as a milestone
inregional cooperation and welconedthe replenishnentstothe Support Fund announcedin
the Anniversary Meetingin S Petersburg on June 16, 2011 They underlinedthe central role
of the NDEP in environmental cooperation in the Baltic Sea region as well as other ND
regons. The current nandate of the NDEP, extended until 2017, provides the Partnership
with asdid ground to fufil its tasks.

Senior Cfficials recalledt he i mportance of further cooperationinthe field of energy
effidency as agreed by M nistersin Gla They took note of the current project devel op ment
of the NDEP related to energy effidency and called for a broader and nore systenatic
approach of the Partnershiptotheseissues as a conplenent tothe ot her environnental efforts
that the NDEP is naking.

The partid pants of the meetingtook note of theinfor nation presented by the Russian
Chair manship of the Northern O nension Partnershipin Public Health and Sociad VélI-
Being (NDPHS) regardng NDPHS actiuvties which cover a broad range of issues such as
non-comruni cabl e diseases, healthy lifestyes, pri nmary health care, occupational safety and
health as well as communicable diseases witha focus on H V A DS andtubercul osis. They
looked forwardtothe upcomng signature of the Agreement granting a legal capacitytothe
NDPHS Secretariat at the Partnership’s Annual Conference to be held in St Petersburg on
Nove mber 24 — 25, 2011. The meetingt ook positive note of t he recent financia support tothe
proect activities of the Partnership and reiterated the Partnership’s significant role in
enhanci ng expert level cooperationtotack e social and health problens andto foster healthy
life styles. The Senior Officials thanked the Russian Chair nanship for the val uable work
during itst wo-year chairmanship to be succeeded by Hnland for the next period 2012- 2013



The Senior Cfficials noted the infor mation presernted by the Norwegian Steering
Comnittee Chair manship of the Northern O nension Partnership on Transport and
Logistics (NDPTL), enphasisingthe NDPTL as a nmainforumto discuss regional transport
andlogisticsissues wthinthe ND The Partnership can play an essertial rolein coor dinating
relevant national transport policies and carrying out prgectsthat hel ptoidentify and re nove
battlenecks, andto facilitate transport flows. The participants of the neeting highlightedthe
NDPTL as a cooperation structure that comnbines the specific transportation needs of the
Northern O nmension area wth the new opportunities of trade, acknow edging the need to
devel opthe transport sector inan environnentally sustainable nmanner. The Senior (fficials
encouragedthe NDPTLto vigorously pursue effortst owards t he devel opnent of anintegrated
transport systemin the ND and the creation of a sdid financial base for pursuing its
objectives. Inthis context, they took note of the ongoing work onthe idea of the possible
devel oprent of an NDPTL support fund

The partid pants took note of the i nfor nation presented by the represerntative of the
Northern O nension Partnershipon Culture (NDPQ asit nmovesthroughthe early stages
of developnent, wththe MOU signedin 2010 and the action planin place falowng its
presentation to the second Northern O nension M nisteria in Gloin Nove mber the same
year. The first, EU funded proects of the NDPC including the “Mking Routes Project”,
focusing on cultural tourismandthe nusicindustry, areto be presentedinearly 2012 It was
notedthat the NDPC nay serve as a forumto create synerges, especiallyinthe fiel d of the
creative industries or other e merging branches of cultural activity. Considering the various
cultural actiwuties of other organisations, such as the CBSS ( A's Baltica), discussions shoul d
be hel dto hel p ensure coherence inthe cultural actiwvities of the various forainthe Baltic Sea
Region A thesaneting the neeting e nphasisedthe necessityto guarantee a solidfunding
for the Partnerships activities.

The partici pants wel comedthe work of the Northern O nension I nstitute ( NDI) and
noted the infor nation preserted as its actiuities. As an active and growng net work of
uni versities and research institues the NDI brings great value into ND cooperation by
publishing independent research and studies wth relevance to ND activties.

The Senior (fficials took note of the NI study “Coherent Northern D nension”,
mappi ng and anal ysing potentia synergies of the Northern O nension and the four regional
councils inthe North and welconed the announced conferences to be heldto deepen the
discussion onthe priorities and ol ectives of the regi onal cooperation

Underlining the need to increase the visihility of ND cooperation the mneeting
welconed the NDI’s initiative to create a Northern I3 nension web page toserve as a focal
poirt for ND Partnerships and other NDactors. The NDI’s suggestiontolaunch a contest to
createalogoforthe ND was welconed bythe meeting The NDI was i nvitedtoreport onthe
results of the contest tothe Third Northern O mension Mnisterial neetinginthe second half
of 2012

The Senior (Fficialsrecognisedthei nportant actiwuties of the four Regional Councils
and encouraged themto play an active roe wthin all ND partnershipsin order to secure
coordi nation, explait synergies and avoi d overlap, inline withtheir status as Participants in
the ND The Regional Councils’ nandates to approach regional issues withintheir defined
geographic areas should be fully respected in light of the wder approach of the ND



partnerships wththe overal ai mof achieving common andjaint results. A closer interaction
bet ween all cooperation for nats is needed wth overal ai mof achieving better results at
mi ni mmcosts.

The Senior (Fficialstook note of the infor mation presented by the representati ves of
the Northern O nension Business Council (NDBQ), in particdar the successful
invol ve ment of business actarsinthe ND Forumin & Petersburgin March, 2011, and at the
International Economc Forumthere inJune, 2011

The partid pants notedthe work done ahead of the upcomng NDBC Forumin Mrch
2012in &. Petersburgas part of t he ongoi ng developrrent of the ND busi ness cooperation on
tangi ble economcissues. The Senior (fficialsinvitedthe NDBCt o enhance t he cooperation
with ND Partnerships and other ND actors, stressing the i nportance of creating net wor ks
conbining the strengths of the Business Council, ND Partnerships and the ND I nstitute.

The Senior (Fficials reiteratedthe useful rolethat the EUSstrategy for the Baltic Sea
regon can playinthe practical i nplenentation of the Northern O nension policy.

The Senior Cfficids took note of the readiness of the EU to convene the next
Northern D nension Mristerid Metingin 2012



