
THE THI RD SENI OR OFFI CI ALS MEETI NG OF  

THE RENE WED NORTHERN DI MENSI ON  

( Reykj aví k, Nove mber 8, 2011) 

 

CHAI RMAN’ S CONCLUSI ONS 

 

 The t hird meeti ng of  t he Seni or  Offi cials of  t he r ene wed Nort hern Di mensi on t ook 

pl ace i n Reykj avi k on t he 8t h of Nove mber 2011. The meeti ng was host ed by Icel and.  

 

 The f our  Nort hern Di mensi on Part ners  Icel and,  Nor way,  t he Russi an Federati on and 

the Eur opean Uni on partici pat ed i n t he meeti ng at  t he l evel  of  Deput y Forei gn Mi nist er  or 

equi val ent.  The represent ati ves  of  t he Regi onal  Councils i n t he North,  t he I nt ernati onal 

Fi nancial  Instit utions  (IFI)  and t he i nstit utions and bodi es  of  t he Nort hern Di mensi on 

partici pat ed i n t he meeting.  The Represent ati ves  of  t he Unit ed St at es  and Canada t ook part  i n 

the meeti ng as observers. 

 

 The partici pants  revi ewed t he i mpl e ment ati on of t he Joi nt  St ate ment  of  t he second 

Mi ni sterial  meeti ng of  the rene wed Nort hern Di mensi on ( Osl o,  2nd Nove mber,  2010)  and 

not ed t he pr ogress  t hat  has  si nce been made on t he i ssues  hi ghli ghted in t he st at e ment  and 

ot her devel opments i n t he ND area that have si nce taken pl ace.  

 

 The Seni or  Officials t ook not e of  t he i nfor mati on present ed on t he recent  devel opment 

of  t he Nort hern Di mension Envi ronment al  Partnershi p ( NDEP)  by t he Nor di c I nvest ment 

Bank ( NI B),  as  t he Chair  of  t he NDEP St eering Gr oup,  and by t he Eur opean Bank f or 

Reconstructi on and Devel opment  ( EBRD)  as  t he manager  of  t he NDEP Support  Fund.  The 

Seni or  Officials stressed t he i mport ance of  t he 10t h anni versary of  t he NDEP as  a mi l est one 

in regi onal  cooperati on and wel comed t he repl enishments  t o t he Support  Fund announced i n 

the Anni versary Meeti ng i n St  Pet ersburg on June 16,  2011.  They underlined t he central  r ol e 

of  t he NDEP i n environ ment al  cooperati on i n the Baltic Sea regi on as well  as  ot her  ND 

regi ons.  The current  mandat e of  t he NDEP,  extended until  2017,  pr ovides  t he Part nershi p 

wi t h a soli d ground t o fulfil its tasks.  

 

Seni or  Officials recalled t he i mport ance of  f urt her  cooperati on i n t he fi eld of  ener gy 

efficiency as  agreed by Mi ni sters  i n Osl o.   They took not e of  t he current  pr oj ect  devel op ment 

of  t he NDEP r el ated t o energy efficiency and called f or  a br oader  and more syst e mati c 

appr oach of  t he Part nershi p t o t hese i ssues  as  a  co mpl e ment  t o t he ot her  environment al  efforts 

that the NDEP is maki ng. 

 

The partici pants  of  t he meeti ng t ook not e of  t he i nfor mati on present ed by t he Russi an 

Chair manshi p of  t he Nort hern Di mensi on Partnershi p i n Public Health and Soci al  Well-

Bei ng ( NDPHS)  regarding NDPHS acti vities  whi ch cover  a br oad range of  i ssues  such as 

non-communi cabl e di seases,  healt hy lifest yl es,  pri mary healt h care,  occupati onal  safet y and 

healt h,  as  well  as  co mmuni cabl e di seases  wit h a focus  on HI V/ AI DS and t ubercul osis.  They 

looked f or war d t o t he upcomi ng si gnat ure of  t he Agr ee ment  granti ng a l egal  capacit y t o t he 

NDPHS Secret ariat  at  the Part nershi p’s  Annual  Conference t o be hel d in St  Pet ersbur g on 

Nove mber  24 – 25,  2011.  The meeti ng t ook positive not e of  t he recent  fi nanci al  support  t o t he 

pr oj ect  acti vities  of  t he Part nershi p and reiterat ed t he Part nershi p’s  si gnificant  r ol e i n 

enhanci ng expert  l evel  cooperati on t o t ackl e social  and healt h pr obl e ms  and t o f ost er  healt hy 

life st yl es.  The Seni or  Offi cials t hanked t he Russian Chair manshi p f or t he val uabl e wor k 

duri ng its t wo- year chairmanshi p, to be succeeded by Fi nl and for t he next peri od 2012- 2013.  



 

The Seni or  Officials noted t he i nfor mati on presented by t he Nor wegian St eeri ng 

Co mmittee Chair manship of  t he Nort hern Di me nsi on Part nershi p on Trans port  and 

Logi stics  ( NDPTL),  e mphasisi ng t he NDPTL as a  mai n f orum t o di scuss  regi onal  transport 

and l ogistics  i ssues  wit hin t he ND.  The Part nership can pl ay an essential  rol e i n coor di nati ng 

relevant  nati onal  transport  policies  and carryi ng out  pr oj ects  t hat  hel p t o i dentify and re move 

bottlenecks,  and t o facilitate transport  fl ows.  The partici pants  of  t he meet ing hi ghli ght ed t he 

NDPTL as  a cooperati on struct ure t hat  combi nes  t he specific transportati on needs  of  t he 

Nort hern Di mensi on area wit h t he ne w opport unities  of  trade,  acknowl edgi ng t he need t o 

devel op t he transport  sect or  i n an environment ally sust ai nabl e manner.  The Seni or  Offici als 

encouraged t he NDPTL t o vi gorousl y pursue efforts t owar ds  t he devel opment  of  an i nt egrat ed 

transport  syst e m i n t he ND and t he creati on of  a  soli d fi nanci al  base f or  pursui ng its 

obj ecti ves.  In t his cont ext,  t hey t ook not e of  t he ongoi ng wor k on t he idea of  t he possi bl e 

devel opment of an NDPTL support fund.  

 

The partici pants  t ook note of  t he i nfor mati on present ed by t he representati ve of  t he 

Nort hern Di mensi on Part nershi p on Cult ure  (NDPC)  as  it  moves  t hrough t he earl y st ages 

of  devel opment,  wit h t he MOU si gned i n 2010 and t he acti on pl an i n pl ace f oll owi ng its 

present ati on t o t he second Nort hern Di mensi on Mi ni sterial  i n Osl o i n Nove mber  t he sa me 

year.  The first,  EU f unded pr oj ects  of  t he NDPC,  i ncl udi ng t he “ Vi king Rout es  Pr oj ect ”, 

focusi ng on cult ural  t ouris m and t he musi c i ndustry,  are t o be present ed i n earl y 2012.  It  was 

not ed t hat  t he NDPC may serve as  a  f orum t o creat e synergi es,  especi ally i n t he fi el d of  t he 

creati ve i ndustries  or  other  e mer gi ng branches  of  cult ural  acti vit y.  Consi deri ng t he vari ous 

cult ural  acti vities  of  ot her  organisations,  such as  the CBSS ( Ars  Baltica),  di scussi ons  shoul d 

be hel d t o hel p ensure coherence i n t he cult ural  activities  of  t he vari ous  f ora i n t he Baltic Sea 

Regi on.  At  t he sa me  ti me,  t he meeti ng e mphasised t he necessit y t o guarantee a soli d f undi ng 

for t he Part nershi ps acti vities.  

 

The partici pants  wel comed t he wor k of  t he Nort hern Di mensi on Institute ( NDI)  and 

not ed t he i nfor mati on present ed as  its  acti vities.  As  an acti ve and growi ng net wor k of 

uni versities  and research i nstit utes  t he NDI  brings  great  val ue i nt o ND cooperati on by 

publishi ng i ndependent research and st udies wit h relevance t o ND acti vities.  

 

The Seni or  Officials  t ook not e of  t he NDI  st udy “ Coherent  Nort hern Di mensi on”, 

mappi ng and anal ysi ng pot ential  synergi es  of  t he Nort hern Di mensi on and t he f our  regi onal 

councils i n t he Nort h,  and wel comed t he announced conferences  t o be hel d t o deepen t he 

di scussi on on t he pri orities and obj ecti ves of t he regi onal cooperati on.  

 

Underlini ng t he need to i ncrease t he vi si bility of  ND cooperati on,  the meeti ng 

wel comed t he NDI’s  i nitiati ve t o creat e a Nort hern Di mensi on web page to serve as  a  f ocal 

poi nt  for  ND Part nershi ps  and ot her  ND act ors.  The  NDI’s  suggesti on t o l aunch a  cont est  t o 

creat e a l ogo f or  t he ND was  wel comed by t he meeti ng.  The NDI  was  i nvited t o report  on t he 

results of  t he cont est  t o the Third Nort hern Di mensi on Mi nisterial  meeti ng i n t he second half 

of 2012.  

 

The Seni or  Offi cials recognised t he i mport ant  activities  of  t he f our  Regi onal  Councils 

and encouraged t he m t o pl ay an acti ve r ol e withi n all  ND part nershi ps i n or der  t o secure 

coor di nati on,  expl oit  synergi es  and avoi d overlap,  i n li ne wit h t heir  st at us as  Partici pants  i n 

the ND.  The Regi onal  Councils’  mandat es  t o appr oach regi onal  issues  wi t hi n t heir  defi ned 

geographi c areas  should be f ull y respect ed i n li ght  of  t he wi der  appr oach of  t he ND 



part nershi ps  wit h t he overall  ai m of  achi evi ng common and j oi nt  results.  A cl oser  i nt eracti on 

bet ween all  cooperati on f or mats  i s  needed wit h overall  ai m of  achi eving better  results  at 

mi ni mu m costs. 

 

 The Seni or  Officials t ook not e of  t he i nfor mati on present ed by t he representati ves  of 

the Nort hern Di mension Busi ness  Council ( NDBC),  i n particular  t he successful 

invol ve ment  of  busi ness  act ors  i n t he ND For um in St  Pet ersburg i n March,  2011,  and at  t he 

Internati onal Econo mi c For um t here i n June, 2011.  

 

The partici pants  not ed t he wor k done ahead of  t he upco mi ng NDBC For um i n Mar ch 

2012 i n St.  Pet ersburg as part  of  t he ongoi ng development  of  t he ND busi ness  cooperati on on 

tangi bl e econo mi c i ssues.  The Seni or  Officials i nvited t he NDBC t o enhance t he cooperati on 

wi t h ND Part nershi ps  and ot her  ND act ors,  stressi ng t he i mport ance of  creati ng net wor ks 

combi ni ng t he strengt hs of t he Busi ness Council, ND Part nershi ps and t he ND I nstit ute.  

 

The Seni or  Officials reiterated t he useful  rol e t hat  t he EU strategy f or  t he Baltic Sea 

regi on can pl ay i n t he practical i mpl e ment ati on of the Nort hern Di mensi on pol icy.  

 

  

 The Seni or  Officials  t ook not e of  t he readi ness  of  t he EU t o convene t he next 

Nort hern Di mensi on Mi nisteri al Meeti ng i n 2012.  

 


