CURRICULUM VITAE

HUGO RAFAEL CHAVEZ FRIAS

PRESIDENT OF THE BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA
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Hugo Rafael Chavez Frías was born in the town of Sabaneta, Barinas State, on July 28th  1954. In July 5th 1974, as a second Lieutenant, he obtained a College Degree in Military Sciences and Arts, Engineering Branch, Ground Specialty, from the Military Academy of Venezuela. He furthered his education with a Master Degree in Political Science from the Simón Bolívar University, in Caracas. 

On February 4th 1992, Chavez, then Lieutenant Colonel, led a movement of young officers in an attempt to overthrow the government of the time, characterized by corruption and injustice. After spending two years in prison, he regained his freedom and decided to participate in the political arena, aiming for the presidential position in the elections of 1998. 
In December 1998, Hugo Chavez was elected with 60% of the votes cast and on February 1999, he assumed the Presidency, to lead the nation’s destiny until 2004. After the approval of a new Constitution, in a referendum held in December 1999, President Chavez was re-confirmed in Office and his was extended until 2006.

During his four years as President, internationally recognized Universities, as well as Governments, have thus awarded Mr. Chavez: 
• October 1999: Doctor Honoris Causae in Political Science, University of Kyung Hee, Seoul, Republic of Korea.
• March 2001: Doctor Honoris Causae, Faculty of Legal Sciences, Autonomous University of Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic.
• April 2001: Doctor Honoris Causae, Faculty of Legal Sciences, University of Brasilia, Brazil.

• May 2001: Doctor Honoris Causae, Faculty of Legal Sciences, Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation, Moscow.

• May 2001: Doctor Honoris Causae, Faculty of Legal Sciences, Economy and Trade, University of China, Beijing.

President Hugo Chavez has five children: Rosa Virginia, María Gabriela, Hugo Rafael,

Raúl Alfonzo and Rosa Inés.

He is married to Maria Isabel Rodriguez.

